Комунальний вищий навчальний заклад

«Харківська академія неперервної освіти»

Завдання ІІІ етапу Всеукраїнської учнівської олімпіади з англійської мови

2014-2015 н.р.

Reading Сomprehension Test for 9th Form Students

In this section you are going to read a few short passages. Each passage is followed by a set of multiple-choice questions. Choose the option (A, B, C or D), which you believe best corresponds to what you have read and mark the corresponding letter on your answer sheet.

Text One (Questions 1-5)

Roald Dahl was born in Wales on September 16, 1916 to Norwegian parents. His father died when he was 3 years old and he was raised by his mother. He had a fairly unhappy time at the boarding school which provided some of the inspiration for his later stories.


After leaving school he worked for the Shell Oil Company based in Africa until the outbreak of World War II, when he signed up with the Royal Air Force. Unfortunately, he was injured in action and eventually returned home as an invalid. He was then sent to Washington DC to work as an attaché where, almost by accident, he started his writing career. When he was interviewed for an article about his time in action he offered to write about his experiences. His piece was published in the Saturday Evening Post that signed him up to write more articles.


In 1943 he wrote his first children’s book, "The Gremlins," which was originally intended to be made into an animated film by Walt Disney. The film was not made and instead, Dahl turned to writing adult fiction, not writing another children’s story until the 1960s.


By this time he was a father himself and had started making up stories to entertain his own children. From this came the stories of "James and the Giant Peach" and "Charlie and the Chocolate Factory." He went on to write 21 children’s books including "Charlie and the Chocolate Factory", "The BFG", "Matilda", and "The Witches", all of which have been made into films. Roald Dahl died on November 23, 1990.

1. Which place DIDN'T Roald Dahl live in?

A America

B Africa

C Great Britain

D Norway

2. Of these books by Roald Dahl, which has NOT been made into a film? 

A Matilda

B The Gremlins

C The Witches

D Charlie and the Chocolate Factory

3. Why did Roald Dahl start writing most of his children's books?

A He was injured in the war and needed work.

B He wrote about his experiences as a child.

C He wasn't successful writing for adults.

D He made up stories to tell his own children.

4. Which profession did NOT Roald Dahl have in his life?

A Attaché


B Author

C Film director

D Oil company worker

5. What did Roald Dahl do from 1943 to the 1960's?

A Worked as an attaché.

B Published children's stories.



C Wrote adult fiction.

D Made films.
Text Two (Questions 6-10)

Cairo is notorious for its overcrowded roads, irregular driving practices and rickety old vehicles, and also for its air pollution. In recent months though, environmental studies indicate there have been signs of improvement. That's due in part to the removal of many of the capital's antiquated black and white taxis. Most of those dating back to the 1960s and 70s were in a poor state of repair.

After new legislation demanded their removal from the roads, a low-interest loan scheme was set up with three Egyptian banks so drivers could buy new cars. The government pays about $900 for old ones to be scrapped and advertising on the vehicles helps cover repayments.

The idea has proved popular with customers ( they can now travel in air-conditioned comfort ( and because the new cabs are metered, they don't have to haggle over fares. Banks and car manufacturers are glad for the extra business in tough economic times. As for the taxi drivers, most are delighted to be behind the wheel of new cars, although there have been a few complaints about switching from black and white to a plain white colour. “Our cabs used to look distinctive,” one man told me “they were part of our heritage, like the pyramids. If you saw our black and white cabs in an old movie, you knew it was shot in Cairo.”

6. Cairo’s air pollution was largely caused by….

A irregular government checks. 
B oil spills in the Nile River.
C so many old taxis on the road.
D factories from the 1960s and 70s.
7. Taxi drivers can get $900 for…

A buying a new car from the bank.
B repairing their old taxis.

C putting meters in their taxis. 

D destroying their old taxis.
8. Customers are happy because…

A they don’t have to argue about prices.
B they feel safer in the new taxis.
C they can more easily distinguish the new taxis. 
D there are more taxis on the roads now.
9. Some taxi drivers complain that…

A the new taxis are black and white.
B the new taxis are black.
C the new taxis are white.
D the new taxis look like pyramids.
10. According to taxi drivers, everyone would know if a movie was filmed in Cairo if they saw… 

    A pyramids.

    B overcrowded roads.

    C old vehicles.

    D black and white taxis.

Text Three (Questions 11-15)

Gates is part scientist, part businessman and he’s surprisingly good at both roles. If he’s not flying somewhere (he often travels by coach despite his wealth), his day is an endless series of meetings. Gates moves around Microsoft’s campus at a breakneck speed to check on the progress of his young, idealistic and competitive staff. He listens to presentations, praises some ideas and criticizes others.
Bill Gates was born into a well-to-do Seattle family. Hoping to alter young Bill’s character, his parents put him into a private school in Seattle. It was there that he met his business partner Paul Allen and discovered computers. Soon Gates was programming in his spare time and making money at it. He was then in the eighth grade.
Gates entered Harvard in 1973, and dropped out two years later when he and Allen wrote a version of BASIC computer language. He and Allen started Microsoft.  At 38 he was worth nearly $6.1 billion and was the youngest self-made billionaire.
11.  Bill Gates has meetings …
A   aboard the plane when he is flying.
B   practically every day.
C    several times a day.
D   every other day.
12.  The word "breakneck" in line 3 could best be replaced by …
A   very quick and accurate. 

B   very fast and dangerous.  

C   very quick and careless.  

D   very fast and precise.
13.   The parents put Gates into a private school as they…
A    were prosperous enough to afford it.
B    hoped him to remain rebellious.
C    knew that computering was taught well there. 
D    wanted their son to change. 
14.     Gates got acquainted with his business partner…
A    at the university.
B    at a lesson on programming.
C    in Seattle, USA.  
D    in the eighth grade.
15.  The passage implies that Bill Gates …
A   invented new types of computers.
B   didn’t graduate from the university.  
C   is worth $ 6.1 billion.
D   became a billionaire in 1972.
Text Four (Questions 16-20)

It has never been the tradition in Britain for children to be brought up close to their parents. If children had not been sent away to school or to work they ate in the kitchen or in the nursery. In Victorian times family meals were held on special occasions, but these again were occasions where power and importance were demonstrated. The father took precedence over all others. Children were not allowed to speak until spoken to and had to follow a set of rules relating to what was regarded as proper behaviour at the table. Today many parents still impose the rule that a child must ask permission to leave the table. The rule certainly suggests that children have been forced to come to the table and would really prefer to eat elsewhere.
16. It is implied in the passage that British children…
A   didn’t always live at home.  

B    went to work with their parents.    

C   didn’t eat the same kind of food.      

D   were educated at home.
17.   During festive meals … 
A     good manners were displayed.   

B   children ate in the nursery.
C     parents allowed children to speak.  

D    parents’ authority was shown. 
18.   The expression “took precedence” could best be replaced with…
A   was in favour with everybody.
B   was guided by rules of behavior.
C   was more important than others. 
D   exercised his authority.
19.   For children proper behaviour at the table meant …
A   eating in total silence.
B   speaking in a low voice.
C   speaking from time to time.  
D   speaking only if addressed. 
20.   According to the passage …
A   British children used to ask permission to leave the festive table.
B   Some British children still have to ask permission to leave the festive table.  
C   British children have never been permitted to leave the festive table.
D   All British children are supposed to ask permission to leave the festive table.
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